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Even in a city as diverse as Austin, her accent 
commands attention. The exotic cadence of Rachel 
Reis Mourão’s soft voice sounds like a song and 
transports the listener away from the diesel fumes, 
the hipsters, the homeless and the quirky store-
fronts.

Hearing Mourão 
speak conjures visions 
of the flooding Ama-
zon, indigenous people 
peeking from the jungle 
and the slash-and-burn 
controversy that is so 
rapidly destroying the largest rainforest left on the 
planet.

Mourão straddles the two continents -- a child-
hood home in Brazil’s Amazon rainforest and 
the other – cheap digs in a college town in the 
U.S.  Born in Manaus, the capitol of the state of 
the Amazonas, she always knew she wanted to be 
a journalist like her father, but the opportunities 
were few. Manaus is buried deep in the heart of the 
rainforest -  

The 27-year-old’s bio is as exotic as her country. 
In high school, she worked as a translator. Before 
coming to the U.S., she worked as an environmental 
reporter with a group of researchers studying the 
environmental impact of the World Cup. Twelve 
Brazilian cities will host soccer’s World Cup in 
2014.

“I was basically collecting bugs,” she said as she 

pointed to mosquito bites on her ankles. “I have al-
lergies to bugs – that’s the biggest problem for me.”

Bugs must have been a headache for Mourão 
as there are more than 8,000 species documented 
including mosquitoes that carry malaria and yellow 
fever, according to Britannica.com.

Mourão said the collecting expedition took place 
on the river, and she saw wildlife and indigenous 
people. According to the CIA Factbook, Brazil 

surpasses New Guinea in the 
number of uncontacted indig-
enous people with 67 tribes. These 
indigenous people were the World 
Cup researchers’ tour guides as they 
traveled the world’s largest drainage 
system.

“The people who live in the forest really know 
their stuff,” Mourão said. “I trust their experience.”

She earned her B.A. in social communication/
journalism from Universidade Federal de Amazo-
nas in 2010.  

“There are no options for journalists in Manaus,” 
Mourão said, so she took the opportunity to apply 
for a scholarship to Washington and Lee University 
in Lexington, Va. From there she moved to Florida 
where just last year she completed her M.A. in 
Latin American Studies/International Studies at the 
University of Florida in Gainesville.

Her latest venture is working her way to a PhD 
at the school of journalism at UT. She hopes to 
have it completed by 2016, but a closer date on her 
calendar is the one for her wedding.

She will marry Adrian D Zeh Aug. 4 – beginning 
the longest and most fulfilling journey of her life.

From the Amazon to academia
Young journalist comes to America to follow in her father’s footsteps and pursue education.

”“There are no options for 
journalists in Manaus.
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As Justin Turner toured the newsroom 
at the Austin American-Statesman, he grew 
more and more excited about the future of 
journalism. 

Editors and staffers at the Statesman spoke 
to high school journalism teachers participat-
ing in the Reynolds Institute at the University 
of Austin July 20. The teachers watched a 
morning news budget meeting, toured the 
building and had time to interview staff mem-
bers about their various responsibilities. 

“I’ve always enjoyed journalism, though I 
had no idea that I would end up teaching it,” 
Turner, a high school yearbook and newspa-

per adviser in Sheridan, Ark., said. But with so 
much talk of the changing scope of the field, 
Turner harbored small doubts about teaching 
skills for such an unstable industry. 

“I worried about citizen journalism,” Turner 
said. “Newspapers keep politicians in line. Edi-
tors keep journalists in line. Citizen journalists 
don’t have anyone checking on them.”

Turner jumped at the opportunity to meet 
with W. Gardner Selby, the Statesman’s chief 
political writer because he is interested in how 
journalism and politics interact. Selby oversees 
the Politifact Texas project, which researches 
statements by Texas politicians in the media 
and judges them on a “Truth-o-Meter.”

Selby, a Statesman reporter since 2005 and 
Continued on Page 2

Industry survives change Journalism degree useful
High school journalism teachers witness industry changes in tour of professional newsroom. Young journalist finds future in local news reporting.

Rachel Mourau is a first-year doctoral student studying new media and how it affects political communications. 
Mourau submitted three papers to be presented at the Association for Education in Journalism and Mass Commu-
nication to be held in Washington, D.C. All three were accepted - a rare feat for a first-year doctoral student, said 
her colleague Magdalena Saldana. So four days after Mourau’s wedding in Florida, she will be in D.C. presenting the 
papers to a national audience.
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Newsroom tour iNspires jourNalism teacHers
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When aerospace engineer-
ing failed her, Esther Ro-
bards-Forbes, now a reporter 
at The Austin American-
Statesman, switched to the 
“life-raft major” of journal-
ism during her sophomore 
year to keep up her GPA.  She 
never looked back.  Though 
the program died during 
her junior year at Texas 
A & M, she never walked 
away even as the remaining 
professors focused mostly 

on media theory concepts.  
Robards-Forbes pushed on 
and finished with a degree 
in journalism and a minor in 
anthropology.  

Knowing that times were 
difficult for journalists, 
Robards-Forbes enrolled in 
the graduate school at Napier 
University in Edinburgh, 
Scotland.  The experience 
made her fearless.  She made 
life-long friendships from 
all around the world.  This 
changed her life.  

Robards-Forbes met two 
former Vietnam reporters, 

Mark Meredith and Bridget 
Johnson, who mesmerized 
her with their stories about 
reporting and photographing 
the war. Johnson was one of 
Robards-Forbes’s professors.  
She was a difficult instruc-
tor with high standards for 
everyone.  Robards-Forbes 
had to complete three feature 
length articles for her class.  
Discouraged by her low 
grade, she revised and resub-
mitted her work for an A. 

Continued on Page 2
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W. Gardner Selby speaks to high school journalism teacher during a tour of the Austin 
American-Statesman July 20.

Esther Robards-Forbes, a beat reporter at the Austin American-Statesman, told journalism teachers about 
her decision to pursue a career in journalism.



LifestylesInstitute

Authors:
Mitch Albom of the “Detroit Free Press”
Peter King of “Sports Illustrated”
Joe Posnanski of “Sports Illustrated”
Buck Harvey of the “San Antonio Express-News”
Kevin Sherrington of the “Dallas Morning News”
Cedric Golden of the “Austin American-Statesman”

Books:
“Pulitzer Prize Feature Stories” by Dave Garlock
“Forty Acres of Fun” 
“Empire of the Summer Moon” by S. C. Gwynne
“Stolen Prey” by John Sandford from the “Prey” series
“Sam: The Boy Behind the Mask” by Sam Hallman 
“A Season on the Brink” by John Feinstein

online Resources
Bamagazine.com – Before and After deciphers graphic design
Mashable.com – website for news, information and resources
Kuler.adobe.com – Adobe application that allows users to 
browse color combinations
Journalists on Facebook – shows how to use FB as a reporting 
tool
Tv.adobe.com – online video resource for instruction and 
inspiration about Adobe products
University Interscholastic League website

Film/television:
“Jimmy’s World” – an article in The Washington Post by Janet 
Cooke who was stripped of her Pulitzer Prize for the story 
after she admitted she made it up.
“Shattered Glass” – movie starring Hayden Christensen and 
Peter Sarsgaard. Directed by Billy Ray. 
“All the President’s Men”
“House of Cards” – TV drama about the battle between tradi-
tional journalism and the blogosphere 
“Remember the Titans” – sports drama
ESPN E:60 – online sports productions (Jack’s Heat and Fifth 
Quarter)
Words by Everynone – YouTube  -- video about words

Just for fun:
Overheardinthenewsroom.com -- Overheard in the News-
room was founded in January of 2009. The site features quotes 
overheard in newsrooms, all submitted by journalists, often 
laced with booze, blood and sexual tension. The Twitter feed 
was listed alongside Shit My Dad Says by Mashable.com for 
“Twitter Users That Crack Us Up” and won a Mashable.com 

Award for “Best Site for Jour
nalists.” The site is managed by 
Kevin Cobb.

Apps and software:
Flipboard – software that collects 
social media content and allows us-
ers to tailor news to their interests
Camera Plus - iPhone app for more 
control of camera
Soundslides - software for multimedia 
presentations
Adobe Lightroom – Adobe software 
that lets users manage large quantities of 
photographs
Photo Mechanic – software for importing 
and organizing photographs
Leme Camera by MoMoTravel Con-
sulting Inc. – free app for iphone 
combining toy camera features 
with photo sharing
Adobe Bridge – an organizational 
software for photographs

organizations:
Knight Center for Journalism in 
the Americas at the University of 
Texas at Austin
Student Press Law Center – www.
splc.org – advocate for students’ First 
Amendment rights

photography
Rebecca Scoggin McEntee
“The Burden of Visual Truth: The 
Role of Photojournalism in Mediat-
ing Reality” by Julianne H. Newton

In depth reporting:
“A Hope and the Unseen: An 
American Odyssey from the Inner 
City to the Ivy League” by Ron 
Suskind 
“Angels and Demons” by Thomas 
French
“The Advisor’s Companion” by Robert 
Greenwood

presenters share resources with participants

Institute 
requires 
sacrifice, 
provides 
benefits

Fact-checking, continued from page 1

Journalist, continued from page 1
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When I received the email 
informing me that I was selected to 
participate in the ASNE Journalism 
Institute at the University of Texas, 
I was excited, yet apprehensive.

Excited - because I desperately 
needed training and information in 
the area of scholastic journalism.

Apprehensive - because in my 12 
years of teaching I have attended 
very few professional development 
trainings that have truly helped 
me improve my skills as a teacher. 
And if I am going to leave home for 
a training, it has to be for a good 
reason.

“Will the training be worth-
while?” the question kept replaying 
in my mind. 

The decision to give up two 
weeks of vacation with my husband 
and three small children was 
weighing on me.

“This better be worth it,” I re-
peated to myself.

And so I sit after 10 days in 
Austin, not thinking about all of 
the training sessions during the 
institute thus far. 

Instead, I am thinking about the 
last phone conversation I had with 
my 6- year-old son. Thinking about 
his words, “Mommy, I miss you. 
How many more sleeps until you 
come home?” Thinking about how 
much I miss him – all of them.

So, was it worth it?
Maybe right now is not the right 

time to answer that question. Not 
when I am homesick. Right now, 
I can’t say that anything is worth 
time away from my family.

What I can say, as a novice news-
paper adviser, is I have gained some 
valuable information while here. I 
also have a clear idea of what I will 
expect from my students. 

I will return to the classroom 
next year with some useful strate-
gies to implement, and a lot more 
information about publications 
than I had at the start of the last 
school year.

I can say that rather than being 
apprehensive about the start of a 
new round of publications, I am 
excited to impart to my journal-
ism students some of what I have 
learned.

”“How many more 
sleeps until you 
come home?

”
“We had seven 

pounds of 
bacon.

the future of Journalism:
Riding the internet into the digital frontier

Jayna Salk
Susan Holt
ASNE Fellows

Cassie Medved
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Jesus Villarreal was finding it dif-
ficult to breathe. 

His back hurt. 
He was severely overweight. 
He decided to switch to a vegetarian 

diet, but only lasted about a month 
before he switched back.  It was then 
that he realized the new diet had made 
a huge impact on his health.  While 
he was eating vegetarian, his health 
problems diminished and he lost a lot 
of weight.  

Now he’s looking for places that 
cater to his new lifestyle.

“Austin is definitely the place to 
be for vegetarians and vegans,” said 
Villarreal, who is from Houston. “At 
home, if we go out to eat, I usually 
have to settle for rice and beans or a 
side dish.”

Here at Veggie Heaven, an Asian 
vegetarian restaurant, Villarreal is 
enjoying dish #23 - Protein 2000. This 

dish consists of vegetable proteins 
made from soybeans served with 
broccoli and brown rice.  He smiles 
and nods as he recommends  it to 
other customers.  

“What’s great about Austin is that 
even places that aren’t exclusively veg-
etarian still have options for everyone,” 
Villarreal said.

After reflecting on his own health 
problems, he agrees that restaurants 
should provide healthier food choices, 
and that some of these should be 
vegetarian options.  

According to the Center for Disease 
Control, more than one third of adults 
in the United States (37.5%) are obese.  
In 2008, medical costs associated with 
obesity were estimated at $147 billion; 
the medical costs for people who are 
obese were $1,429 higher than those of 
normal weight.

“Obesity is a mental problem,” 
Villarreal said. “If we never provide 
healthier options we’ll never solve the 
problem.”

Will Huberdeau
ASNE Fellow

What does a guy named 
Cookie eat? 

Does he count the days as 
savory or sweet? 

Is he civilized and talk-
ative?  Does he chew the fat? 

Does he sip cognac on 
Christmas Eve? 

What does a guy named 
Cookie eat?

Answer:  meat.
Ben Saxton-Ruiz, known 

by some as Cookie, is a meat 
connoisseur. 

“We spent the bulk of 
the night cooking meat and 
eating it as it was meant to be 
eaten,” Ben said.

Ben is talking about 
his bachelor party which 
included, among more tradi-
tional dishes, bacon-wrapped 
chicken wings and a bacon 
weave—strips of bacon 
interwoven with sausage 
crumbles and cheddar cheese 
mixed in.  Now, a faithful 
husband, Ben passed his 
night without scruple from 
his fiancée Alex.

“We had seven pounds of 
bacon, four to five pounds of 
beef tenderloin, ten pounds 
of wings, three to four 
pounds of sausage, and a few 
other odd cuts.” 

Ben, however, has stan-
dards.

“Anything worth doing is 
worth doing right.”

Every wedding an-
niversary, Ben serves up a 
unique meat dish for his 
wife and guests as he is a 
self-described gracious host 
to friend, family, and perhaps 
the occasional party-crashing 
Romeo.

“This fourth year, I got 
a little lazy and ordered 
some beef tenderloins.  I 
must have done something 

right, though, because Alex 
enjoyed it.”

For their first year an-
niversary, Ben slaughtered 
a pig, and the year after, he 
broke a kid (baby goat) into 
six parts for various cooking 
styles.  Driving all around 
the vast northern Virginia 
territory of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains, Ben ordered a 
free-range Berkshire-boar 
breed for his and the party’s 
eating pleasure.  The goat 
came from a Hillel butcher.  
This is to say, for certain, that 
Ben steers clear of factory 
farming.

“It’s really gross when you 
think about it, and it results 
in inferior meat.”

How does Alex take to 
Ben’s seemingly psychosex-
ual fascination with eating 
once-living creatures?

“She loves it.  When-
ever Alex wants something 
prepared, I’ll order it and 
make it.”

Ben and Alex have re-
cently taken a liking to more 
experimental palates which 
include rabbit (“cooked in 
traditional Spanish style”), 
elk, and venison.  This open-
minded attitude towards 
food translates smoothly to 
other food groups as well, 
however.

“I’ve been to plenty of my 
friends’ vegan potlucks, so 
I’ve grown an appreciation 
for vegan food, too.”

Ben is always sure to 
include at least one meat-
substitute dish when he 
expects vegan or vegetarian 
company.  He also appre-
ciates efforts in the food 
industry to accommodate 
alternate diets.

“The Venn diagram 
doesn’t have to overlap 
completely into a single 
circle,” Ben explained.  “Most 
restaurants don’t last their 
first year, so artistic vision 
is important.  A steak place 
is going to be a steak place.  
The consumer, in this case, 
has the power to decide.”

Tonia Smith
ASNE Fellow

Sitting at the restaurant table, 
Yvonne realized that she was in for a 
long haul. Just the smell of food was 
hard to handle.

The third round of chemotherapy 
seemed to be the tipping point for 
her. It was next to impossible to keep 
any food in her system. Eventually 
the very thought of food caused over-
whelming nausea. 

Yvonne’s doctors made it clear 
that she needed to eat to keep up her 
strength. Family and friends tried 
to help her find foods that would be 

palatable.
Eventually Yvonne was able to eat 

certain foods, but eating still was 
a chore. While some people make 
dietary choices based on lifestyle or 
how they were raised, Yvonne had 
very little choice. She did not live to 
eat; she ate to live.

Yvonne had church members, fam-
ily and friends who were concerned. 
They came by to talk, to keep up her 
spirit, and to pray with her.  Some 
brought her different types of food 
because they didn’t want her to over 
do it.  She had different casseroles, 
vegetables, starches, and different 
meats.  But she ended up throwing 

most of it away.  Even to force herself 
to eat was a challenge.  She didn’t 
know what the day would bring.  

Yvonne’s children took her out 
to her favorite restaurants but that 
wasn’t always the best thing.  She 
would sometimes make it home and 
sometimes she wouldn’t before it just 
didn’t agree with her.  That’s when 
it was like starting back over again.   
The smell was overwhelming and 
her taste buds were totally off.  Sweet 
foods ended up being salty and a 
horrific taste of metal seemed to be in 
everything she ate.  Who would have 
imagined eating would dominate so 
much of her life? She lost so much 

weight and her energy level seemed 
to be rock-bottom.  Yvonne knew it 
was a matter of trying to eat what she 
could or being forced to eat.  

The chemo started to wear off and 
Yvonne’s appetite revitalized.  What 
a wonderful feeling.  She could eat 
almost anything and it was a great 
feeling, until she went back in for a 
checkup and was told she was gaining 
too much weight.  It was hard for 
Yvonne to stay on the correct path.  
She didn’t eat large portions but she 
ate what she had a taste for.  Those 
taste buds were reactivated and she 
was loving it.  She knew she had to 
get a grip on her eating because she 

did not know what the next batch of 
chemo would bring.  

It has been hard for Yvonne.  It 
didn’t matter about the hair loss or 
the swelling of the arm that had the 
chemo going through.  What mat-
tered was the fact that she had to 
be prepared if and when the cancer 
would return.  She had to keep up her 
strength and be ready to go another 
round regardless to whether she 
wanted. She didn’t have a choice in 
the matter.  

For Yvonne, the foods she ate were 
more than a lifestyle choice. They 
were for survival.

Chemotherapy patient adapts diet out of necessity

Food For thought

Austin vegetarians enjoy 
variety of options
jesus Villarreal’s choice to switch to a vegetarian diet was made easier by the city’s preva-
lent alternative food culture.

cancer shifts dietary focus from ‘living to eat’ to ‘eating to live.’

Carniverous menu central to special celebrations.

Journalism teacher taking 
home new skills

Meat enthusiast 
stuns guests with 
extravagant dishes

Vegan lifestyle 
result of awareness, 
research

Cassie Medved
ASNE Fellow

Emily Brandon is 
pregnant.  She follows all 
the rules.  She takes vita-
mins.  She abstains from 
alcohol and caffeine.  
She is also a vegan who 
chooses not to consume 
anything made with ani-
mal products, including 
meat, dairy, and eggs.

Emily has been a 
vegan for two years, but 
the path to this lifestyle 
started when she was just 
10 years old.

“My family attended 
a parent night at my 
brother’s high school,” 
Brandon said, “and they 
were dissecting a pig.  
It was then I made the 
connection that pigs were 
food, and I made the 
decision to stop eating 
pork.”

When Brandon was 
13, she realized there 
were people who didn’t 
eat any meat at all, and 
she began experimenting 
with vegetarianism.  As 
she grew into adult-
hood, she began to watch 
documentaries on the 
topic that would form her 
dietary choices.

“I watched the film 
Food, Inc. and was 
shocked,” Brandon said. 

One image that dis-
turbed her most was that 
of young male chickens 
being ground up because 
they were unable to 
produce eggs.  Her initial 
thought to try veganism 
was rooted in the idea 
of animal cruelty, even 
at small farms that were 
considered free-range 
and cruelty free.

“How can the word 
slaughter and humane 
appear in the same sen-
tence?” Brandon said.

She then watched the 
documentary Forks Over 
Knives.  The film pro-
posed that some diseases 
are caused by a meat and 
dairy-based diet, which 

shocked her more than 
the animal cruelty issue.  
With a little research, 
she found stories of 
people choosing a vegan 
diet who got rid of their 
diabetes or fought off 
cancer.

“We aren’t wired to 
eat meat,” Brandon said. 
“Society makes us that 
way.  Corporations are 
controlling us and telling 
us we must eat meat to be 
healthy.”

People do ask how 
she can continue to be 
a vegan now that she is 
pregnant.  She cites that 
both her doctor and 
midwife have com-
mented on how healthy 
she is. Her diet is a rich, 
varied combination of 
whole grains, green leafy 
vegetables, beans, and 
fruits or vegetables with 
every meal.

“I think it’s actu-
ally easier for me since 
I already eat healthy,” 
Brandon said. “ It’s 
harder for people who eat 
poorly and have to adopt 
a healthy diet once they 
become pregnant.”

After Brandon started 
eating a vegan diet, she 
felt amazing.

“I was a food-burning 
machine,” she said. ”Even 
my husband will tell 
people how great he feels 
now that he is eating 
mostly vegan meals.”

Outside of her feelings 
about animal cruelty 
and health, she has also 
learned about the envi-
ronmental aspects of the 
meat industry.  All of this 
information has led her 
to feel confident in her 
lifestyle choice.  She now 
has a network of vegan 
friends who support each 
other, and doesn’t feel 
that she’s missing out on 
anything.

“I have been brain-
washed my entire life and 
now my eyes are open,” 
she said. “ I can’t turn 
back now.”
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the Politifact Texas editor since 2010, saw an increase 
in readers’ interest in Politifact and other fact-check-
ing operations since the 2012 Presidential election. 

“Politicians are being paid with government sala-
ries,” Selby said. “We have a right to know whether 
what they’re saying is the truth.”

Selby is hopeful that this shift toward a media with 
an increased watchdog role will revitalize the indus-
try and provide readers with an infusion of reporting 

and judgments of truth in their products. 
This idea revitalized Turner, who was struck by 

Selby’s and Politifact Texas’ mission to hold politi-
cians accountable. 

“Words really do matter,” Turner said. “There is a 
place for judgments in journalism.” He said pointing 
out factual matters is a logical step for journalists. 

“By virtue of selecting what goes in your story, 
reporters are already making judgments,” he said. “I 

think it’s OK to say ‘that is not factual.’ I think it’s fair 
to research it and call it out.” 

This is precisely Selby’s mission with Politifact 
Texas. He believes the work Politifact does will help 
bring readers back to view journalism as a means of 
truth-seeking.

“It shows a level of reader engagement,” Selby 
said. “And really, that is what we want for all of our 
journalism.”

One of Robards-Forbes’s defining moments came 
from a story she wrote in the Westlake Picayune on 
gun manufacturers.  After the Sandy Hook incident, 
the Rollingwood Police Department updated its weap-
on arsenal.  The department ordered Bushmaster’s .223 
rifle and was told to expect a 14 month wait.  Robards-
Forbes discovered that manufacturers were catering to 

civilians by limiting their sales to the law enforcement 
agencies and that some police departments were sold 
inferior goods including M16s from the Vietnam era 
with parts that were hard to come by.  After camping 
out in offices for interviews, her investigation uncov-
ered several manufacturers who would separate their 
civilian clientele from law enforcement agencies since 

civilian sales have fewer restrictions on price setting.  
Robards-Forbes, then, assisted the Rollingwood Police 
Department with finding new manufacturers.

Robards-Forbes is happy with her choice to become 
a journalist. She encourages aspiring journalists. ”Be 
aggressive,” Robards-Forbes said.  “Don’t be afraid. 
Push your thoughts.” 
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Around Austin

Kerrie Glenn
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It stands over six feet tall, guarding the entrance of the 
establishment and daring the passerby to enter. 

“Come in. Observe. Partake,” it seems to say without a 
noise. 

It is the summons of a large  jackalope, a creature - half 
jackrabbit, half antelope - that stands at the entrance of  the 
bar which bears its name on Sixth Street.

 Walking past the  bushy-tailed, antlered sentinel, one 
begins to recognize that Austin  is no ordinary city. This is 
just one example of a perhaps unrecognized and uninten-
tional fascination the city appears to have with mythological 
or “unknown” creatures. 

Tourists and Austinites alike may choose to eat at El 
Chupacabra, shop at Tyler’s – where the unofficial logo is a 
jackalope, or visit the Littlefield Fountain - where mermen 

tame three hippocamps - mythological creatures which are 
part horse, part fish.

 Interest in creatures like the jackalope is not new. 
In fact, there is an entire study dedicated to the topic known 
as cryptozoology -  a pseudoscience, relying heavily on 
anecdotal evidence,  which dedicates time and resources to 
the study of hidden or unknown animals. 

“It is the science of finding new species,” said Loren Cole-
man, director of the International Cryptozoology Museum 
in Portland, Maine.

Cryptozoology is not a well known field, yet an important 
one for those who are involved.

“The field is important because new animal species are 
being discovered on a regular basis, including the occa-
sional large quadruped. I think it’s important for people to 
remember that there are still things on our planet that we 
have not classified yet. So much of the Earth’s surface is 
unexplored still,” Ken Gerhard, a known cryptozoologist out 

of San Antonio, said.
This topic is one of interest to some groups  in Austin as 

the city plays host to many lectures and gatherings sur-
rounding the field of cryptozoology.  

“Texas seems to have its fair share of mysterious creature 
reports, ranking seventh in Bigfoot sightings for example. 
The weird, hairless canids that have been labeled Chupa-
cabras are highly concentrated in south central Texas and 
there have been many accounts of enormous flying crea-
tures, as well,” Gerhard said.

Coleman explained that The International Cryptozoology 
Museum has an intriguing link to Austin. 

“Our logo was designed and donated to the museum by 
Austin artist Duncan Hopkins,” Coleman said.

Whether or not one believes that creatures of folklore 
and legend may actually exist, they do exist in Austin – if in 
no other way than as accents to an already rich and unique 
culture.

dId you know?
Jackalope:

• Mythological animal of 
North American folklore

• Can convincingly imitate 
any sound, including the hu-

man voice
• Catch one by putting out 
a flask of whiskey at night; 

intoxication makes the jack-
alope easier to capture

• Rare because it only breeds 
during electrical storms

hippocamps:
• Mythological creatures 

that are part horse and part 
fish 

• Has webbed hooves and a 
mermaid’s tail

• According to myth, they 
pulled Poseidon’s chariot

el Chupacabra:
• Fanged clawed beast that 

performs vampirism on 
livestock

• Spanish name translates 
to “goat sucker”

local fascination with mythological creatures helps keep city weird.

a guide to austin’s mythological creatures

Cryptozoologists find thriving community in Austin

1. Three women use parasols to spread their message.
2. Near the end of the night, a sign sits abandoned outside the Capitol.  
Near 10 p.m., Senator Campbell called for the third violation, which 
stopped Davis from speaking and sparked nearly two hours of debate 
on how to deal with it.
3. Katie Winters, 28, stands at the end of Congress Street encouraging 
drivers to honk in support of protesters.  “I give all props to Wendy 
[Davis],” she said. “She’s amazing.  The lives of millions of women are 
on her shoulders right now.”  Winters manned this spot for most of the 
afternoon and into the night, yelling at drivers to contact their senators.
4. Two protesters sit outside the front entrance to the Capitol in sup-
port of Davis’ filibuster.  The bill would have banned all abortions past 
the 20-week mark, limited abortion-inducing drugs, and required 
terminations to be performed in ambulatory surgical centers, which 
opponents say would close 37 of the 42 clinics in the state.
5. Libby Swanner, 25, holds her protest sign at the north end of Con-
gress Street to show her support for Planned Parenthood.  “I am truly 
invested in the well being of Planned Parenthood because I am a patron 
of it,” she said. “We’re not just talking abortions here.  We’re talking 
breast exams, birth control dispensation, and other kinds of exams. To 
cut off access from those places is putting women in peril.”
6. Creative protest signs drew attention from all levels of the rotunda.
7. With the gallery already full, protesters fill all levels of the Capitol 
rotunda.  Legislators were ready to take a vote just before midnight, but 
the noise from the protestors in the gallery drowned out that option.
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protesters gather at state house
thousands of protesters turn out to support senator wendy Davis’ 
filibuster of texas abortion bill.


