
ASNE Workshop Vol. 12-E Friday, June 28, 2013University of  Texas at Austin

A S N E

“Frequent Flyer” has a whole 
new meaning to journalism 
teacher Paige Newbury, who has 
spent more than her share of 
time in the air this month.

Paige’s father, who had been ill 
for some time, passed away in 
Des Moines, Iowa, June 8.

Finishing her school year in 
Santa Cruz, CA, Paige couldn’t 
leave until June 12, after her se-
niors had their grades in place 
for graduation. Once the grades 
were turned in, Paige lit out for 
Des Moines, missing a teacher 
work day and the actual gradu-
ation ceremony. 

Instead of the expected eight 
hours, Paige’s trip took about 16 
hours because of thunderstorms, 
delays, and cancelled flights. 
Watching lightning dance 
around the plane, Paige felt the 
physical manifestation of her fa-
ther’s passing. “Negative energy 
always surrounds a death,” she 
said. “You’re going to feel it.” 

The drama of electrical storms 
wasn’t enough--negative energy 
followed Paige into the Minne-
apolis airport. Passing time dur-
ing a layover, Paige browsed in a 
gift shop, where a book fell from 
a shelf and struck her on the face, 
prompting the store manager to 
file an accident report and Paige 
to leave with a bandage on her 
nose. Paige, ever calm and reflec-
tive, took it all in stride. “There is 
positive energy too,” she said. “I 
believe Dad knew he was going 
to go, and he was happy to go--
but other people were not glad, 
so that creates the negativity.”

Once Paige arrived at her fam-
ily’s home in Des Moines, she 
made the necessary arrange-
ments surrounding her father’s 

memorial service. She was back 
home in Santa Cruz by Saturday, 
so that she could catch her flight 
to Austin in the pre-dawn hours 
on Sunday. “I didn’t want to can-
cel, because I thought it would 
cost the institute money,” Paige 
said. She didn’t miss a single day 
of the ASNE Institute at UT Austin.

Sunday evening to Friday, 
Paige busily attended sessions, 
learning techniques for teach-
ing journalism to her students, 
who volunteer to produce the 
newspaper at Scotts Valley High 
School, an International Bac-
calaureate school where news-
paper is an after-school club. 
Friday, Paige slipped out as soon 
as the last session ended to catch 
her flight to Des Moines for her 

father’s service. “He wanted to be 
cremated and scattered on a golf 
course,” Paige said, “but that’s 
not allowed.” 

Instead, the family held a me-
morial service Saturday, allow-
ing Paige and other out-of-town 
mourners to travel.

Amid more lightning, Paige 
returned to Austin Sunday night 
ready for another week of jour-
nalism training. “It was hard 
to leave family for Austin, but 
Dad’s memorial was beautiful 
and complete,” Paige said.

Though she has enjoyed the 
institute, Paige feels relieved 
to be returning home June 28. 
“Airplane avoidance,” she said, 
“is on the top of my agenda for 
a while.”

ASNE Participant 
Juggles Travel, Loss

Paige Newbury hauls her two heavy suitcases out of the elevator, rush-
ing to catch the Super Shuttle to the airport for her flight to Des Moines. 
Photo by Michael Flax.

Frequent Flyer Miles

Angie Currier
Colstrip, MT
“I had to take the sketchy shuttle 
from the airport. Apparently 
they think they are NASCAR. 
Everyone is a speedracer here.”

Emily Brandon
Albuquerque, NM
“I sat next to other ASNE people 
on the second part of the flight. 
We recognized each other from 
our descriptions. I had said I 
was pregnant, and she said she 
was six feet tall, so we just found 
each other.”

Natalie Sekicky
Cleveland Heights, OH
“In line at security at the Cleve-
land airport, I saw a former 
student editor who was headed 
to Alaska with his girlfriend for 
a two-week vacation. He told me 
there was a ring in his suitcase! 
Such a lovely way to start the 
trip, getting to reconnect with 
Rick and having him share such 
an important story with me.”
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Participants reached 
Austin by plane.

Miles traveled by 
Melanie Catuogno from 
Taylor, TX.

Participants drove their 
own cars.

Miles traveled by Cheryle 
O’Brien from Kailua, HI.
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PAGE 4

Melanie Catuogno
Taylor, TX

Photo by Tim Dale.



ASNE Longhorn Mission Statement Longhorn Staff
The mission of the newspaper is to inform the mem-
bers of the institute and to provide the staff with a 
valuable learning experience that will translate into 
better journalism education for our students.

Melanie 
Catuogno

Taylor High School
Taylor, TX

Yearbook:
The Mallard

Tim
Dale

Curtis High School
Staten Island, NY

Video Production

Michael 
Flax

Permian High School
Odessa, TX

Yearbook: 
The Panther
Newspaper:

MOJO Messenger

Erin
Murillo

New Plymouth 
High School

New Plymouth, ID

Yearbook
Newspaper

Paige
Newbury

Scotts Valley High 
School

Scotts Valley, CA

Newspaper:
The Falcon Times

Is That Real Journalism?
Barb Bateman proudly displays her yearbook, The Mohian.  Bateman finished the bood on time and on 
budget, with only five staffers, in the wake of a tornado that destroyed her campus on Christmas Day of 2012. 
Courtesy Photo.
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Yearbooks Fill Important Role for Students, Graduates

Journalism is news. Journalism 
is now. Journalism is critical. Jour-
nalism is stories. Journalism is his-
tory. Journalism is everywhere: in 
print, on our feeds and on CNN. 
Paula Eisen says, “Journalism is 
more up to the minute, the cur-
rency is more important.”

So where does that leave year-
book?  Is yearbook “real” journal-
ism?

The answer is yes, it is just a dif-
ferent avenue of journalism…one 
that must continue to be actively 
pursued. Yearbook is often not 
seen as “real” journalism because 
it doesn’t satisfy us with the in-
stant gratification that up-to-the-
minute news feeds supply us with. 
Yearbook cannot connect us in 
real time with those instant mes-
sages and tweets we depend on so 
much with social media. With au-
diences fleeing to digital media en 
masse, most forms of print jour-
nalism, including yearbook, will 

lose their value…right?
Wrong. 
Yearbooks are important jour-

nalism because their function is 
to do one of the most important 
things: to tell a story. Barb Bate-
man says, “[Yearbook] absolutely 
has value. It is a history of the year, 
and if well done, the only one that 
records the history of that year.”

Yearbooks can never be outdat-
ed. As Cindy Todd, experienced 
yearbook adviser, brought up on 
[date]’s morning session, technol-
ogy will not remain static and will 
change 60 times over. There have 
been arguments about putting 
yearbooks on DVD. That might 
sound good in theory…but re-
member these things: 8-track? 
Walkman? Betas? Laser Disk? 
What will guarantee that DVDs or 
the technology to play a DVD will 
even be around in 20 years? Heck, 
even 10 years?

There is no doubt that yearbook 

teachers face a tough existence in 
the future. With our students so 
engrossed in technology, how do 
we sell the idea of solid journalism 
and yearbook to them and instill 
in them the pride and value of 
creating a product that will be ref-
erenced and cherished fifty years 
from now?

Veteran teacher and adviser Cin-
dy Todd advises that one way to 
make the yearbook and practice of 
journalism more valuable to stu-
dents is for them to write the in-
dividual stories, use good photos, 
streamlined design, good captions, 
and writing. She also says that in 
order to get students excited about 
their work is to have them look at 
other yearbooks, carry the themes, 
set goals, and build on success. 

The bottom line is yearbooks do 
have jounalism value. We teach 
our students the same basic writ-
ing, interviewing, editing, and 
photography skills.

Erin Murillo
New Plymouth, ID

It is more important than ever to construct and maintain a school 
Web publication.  As Drew Marcks of the Austin American-States-
man said, “papers are in decline.”  Soon all news will be online, and 
even ads and coupons will no longer be in paper format. 

On the surface, it seems like online communication is the way to 
go.  It is fast, inexpensive and in many ways environmentally friendly. 
Web publications grant greater access to online communication and 
news and allows for more inclusive and democratic access to news 
and information.  A school Web publication can highlight current 
campus news, increase school spirit and participation in extra-cur-
ricular events, inform on issues of importance to all students, and aid 
in school yearbook sales.

On a web publication, news is immediate. Current campus events 
can be updated on a daily basis. If updates are performed with con-
sistency with content important to students the site will become 
the go to spot for student interest. Knowing about extra-curricular 
events will increase involvement in them.

School spirit is hard to quantify, but can be felt qualitatively. An 
excellent tool for increasing school spirit is the inclusion of as many 
students as possible in school activities. Nothing could work more 
efficiently than photos posted on a Web publication highlighting 
student activities. Posting these on a regular and consistent basis in-
creases interest in the Web site and in a circular way increases par-
ticipation. Students love to see photos of themselves and their friends 
and will work to get in on the action.

One of the most importance functions of a Web publication for a 
school is to provide a forum for student opinions and concerns. It 
is critical that schools instruct students in the strength of Web and 
other publications.  

The benefits of Web and physical publications cannot be overesti-
mated. 

Changing Technology

Jackie Stone, Social Media Editor at the Austin American-Statesman, 
spends a good portion of her work day monitoring significant Twitter 
feeds and Facebook pages. Photo by Paige Newbury.

School Publications Integrate Online, Print
Paige Newbury
Scotts Valley, CA
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The powerful UTEID.
Anyone who wishes to be a part of the University 

of Texas, it is the final proof that you have made it. 
With it, online access is nearly limitless.

But to a participant of the UT ASNE Reynolds 
workshop, having access to the school online sys-
tem was an elusive concept. The first three days of 
the workshop proved difficult as the teachers of the 
workshop were unable to log in.

According to Rachel Mourau, a doctoral student 
of UT, people from the journalism department 
thought that the IT department would take care of 
the member’s passwords to give them access, while 
the IT department had been under the impression 
that the journalism department would take care of 
it.

“It’s always an issue,” George Sylvie, UT associate 
professor, said. He said the main purpose for the 
members of the class to get an EID number is so that 
they can receive their reimbursements for meals 
and transportation, but not intended for internet 
access. “When we do that, they (school IT depart-
ment) don’t mean for people to actually use them 
(for the computers).” Otherwise, members of the 
workshop would have already received passwords 
before arriving.

According to Sylvie, the problem of accessing the 
internet seems to come up every year, and because 
the people who can deal with this matter are away 
for the summer break during the workshop, it is 
more difficult to get passwords and assistance.

Thankfully, the members of the institute are not 
new to the difficulties that come along with the use 
of technology.

Sybel Alger of Riverside County, Calif., was finish-
ing the yearbook with her staff late on Friday night 
when one such issue occurred.

“I brought dinner for the kids, and just as they go 

back to the computers,” Alger said. She said they sat 
down at the computers to find them in “Time out,” 
meaning that the computers were locked out and an 
administrator had to reopen them.

Alger tried to call the IT person to fix the problem, 
but he never answered.

“We had to come back Saturday and Sunday in-
stead of finishing Friday night,” Alger said.

When computers crash, often times things are lost. 
Teachers try to remind students to save their work 
throughout their session, but it often slips through 
both ears. And even saving in certain places cannot 
always guarantee the information will not disappear.

“We lost 30,000 photos when the computers 
crashed,” Stacy Short of Argyle, Texas, said. Thank-
fully, “we had signed up for the smugmug(.com).” 
The staff lost two out of five months’ worth of pho-
tos.

Unfortunately, smugmug.com could not save the 
newspaper templates. “We just changed our entire 
paper,” Short said.

Many teachers have to deal with the problem of 
having old computers or old software. They take 
forever-and-a-day to load, or they overheat and shut 
down in the middle of work.

“The computers are old,” Kara Mullins of Davie, 
Fla., said. “Just turning them on takes forever.”

Or, a big issue teachers have is not having enough 
computers to get the job done.

“We have just six computers” that the editors use” 
while the rest of the staff has to rely on the avail-
ability of a laptop cart, according to Mullins. “Their 
battery won’t even last the whole class period.”

Issues come from anywhere technology is avail-
able and needed, but teachers find a way to carry 
on. It is good to remember, “Tech people are not 
the best communicators,” Sylvie said. “They speak 
‘computerese.’”

Technology Troubles
Trying to finish the layout for the Beat Project, ASNE participant Natalie Sekicky struggles with her iMac, seek-
ing assistance from instructor Dave Garlock and fellow student Emily Smith . Photo by Melanie Catuogno.

Teachers Struggle with Computer Difficulties at School, Workshop
Michael Flax
Odessa, TX

The editor of a high school 
newspaper decided to write a 
story about one of the star foot-
ball players. This player was very 
popular, a captain of the team, 
and already guaranteed a full 
football scholarship to a univer-
sity.

So it came as a slight shock to 
everyone when the newspaper 
issue came out with the story 
on the front page of this popular 
student and star football player 
caught taking steroids. There 
was no evidence to back up the 
story, but people turned on the 
player, and the scholarship al-
most vanished. The only thing 
that saved the scholarship was 
the fact that nothing written in 
the story was accurate.

Schools deal with legal issues 
constantly, but nowhere on cam-
pus does the issue of the First 
Amendment come more into 
play than the journalism depart-
ment.

When the advisers of school 
newspapers and yearbooks run 
into these issues, the staff of the 
Student Press Law Center are 
there to help.

SPLC attorney Michael Hies-
tand came from his Washington 
state office to Austin to address 
the teachers of the UT Austin 
ASNE- Reynolds workshop, and 
to inform the teachers there that 
they are not alone.

“Public school officials do not 
have unlimited authority to cen-
sor student media,” Hiestand 
said.

Advisers at the workshop 
learned some of the protection 
SPLC provides.

Kara Mullins, journalism 
teacher at Western High School 
in Davie, Fla., knows press law 
and the differences in laws. 

“School-funded publications not 
being subject to administration 
censorship is good news,” Mul-
lins said.

The teachers were glad to find 
out what protections they had in 
advising a student-run publica-
tion.

 “We need to know the bound-
aries of the law regarding school 
journalism to help our students 
become better citizens,” Emily 
Smith of Pittsburg High School 
in Pittsburg, Kans., said.

When teachers are better in-
formed of their legal protections, 
they feel more comfortable ad-
vising their students.

“We as advisers can work with-
in the legal set-up. It gives us an 
outline for what is OK,” Cheryle 
O’Brien of Honolulu, Hawaii 
said.

As for the steroids story, it 
was determined that the editor 
worked alone to write the story 
and design the front page, appar-
ently harboring a grudge against 
the subject. Because the story 
was discovered to be false quick-
ly, the player was able to hold on 
to his scholarship.

The newspaper was almost 
shut down, but the principal fi-
nally decided that the only stu-
dent who needed to suffer was 
the editor himself, so he was re-
moved from the newspaper staff 
and suspended from school.

In the next issue there was a 
large retraction to the previ-
ous issue’s story. No legal action 
was taken because no long-term 
damage was done.

Teachers whose publication 
need the support of the SPLC, 
or if there are just questions that 
need to be asked, can contact the 
SPLC online at www.splc.org, or 
call (703)807-1904.

SPLC Offers Legal Aid

Michael Hiestand 
presents to the ASNE 
group on the topic 
of libel. “Truth is an 
absolute defense,” 
Hiestand said. “It isn’t 
libel if it’s true.” Photo 
by Michael Flax.

Michael Flax
Odessa, TX
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After day-long coursework at the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin’s Belo Center for 
New Media, American Society of News 
Editors (ASNE) Journalism Institute par-
ticipants occupied evenings and a week-
end downtown from June 16 to 28. High 
school teachers, drawn to the capital city 
for the prestigious Reynold’s fellowship, 
traveled distances as far as Hawaii. 

Participants converged on Austin’s novel 
attractions including the Congress Av-
enue “bat” bridge, Barton Springs Pool, 
and the iconic state Capitol.   

ASNE teaching fellow Bryan Slattery of 
North Carolina acknowledges his atten-

tion to Austin’s fabled live music scene. 
“There’s an overwhelming variety of mu-
sicians to choose from, just pick a genre 
and you’ll find something you like,” he 
said.

Music moved others to perform at Ego’s, 
a karaoke bar in South Austin. Will Hu-
berdeau of Virginia suggests Ego’s has a 
reputation among “townies” he finds al-
luring. Huberdeau tends to heed local 
suggestions while visiting. “What makes 
a place special is the people,” he contends. 

UT’s venerated campus attracts teachers 
with varied academic interests outside of 
their active program studying journalism. 

Lauren Benere, a native of Richmond, VA, 
exhilarated by the opportunity to read 
a rare surviving 1623 edition of Shake-
speare’s First Folio, canvassed the Harry 
Ransom Center’s manuscript collection. 
Lauren remembers reading Shakespeare 
from age 10. The experience of interact-
ing with the priceless edition stirred her 
to restrain tears. She relates, “Reading 
Shakespeare was something I did to bond 
with my grandparents.”

Justin Turner of Arkansas attended the 
renovated LBJ presidential library during 
his free time paying particular interest to 
the Pulitzer Prize winning photos. “View-

ing the original photos the way they were 
meant to be seen was amazing,” Turner 
said. Though, admittedly, he needed time 
after class to “get caught up on life.”

Some participants deferred to the swel-
tering Texas climate. “I couldn’t take the 
heat so I jumped on the 30 bus and head-
ed to the air-conditioned Barton Springs 
mall,” Cheryle O’Brien of Hawaii said. 

Most participants routinely used the 
pool at the hotel to relax after intensive 
journalism workshops. Emily Brandon 
of Albuquerque, NM contrasts Austin as 
chaotic, and she waded in the pool regu-
larly as “a peaceful break after a long day.”     

Workshop Participants Venture Out
Tim Dale
Staten Island, NY

Midnight
at the

Capitol

Thousands of supporters gathered at the Texas Capitol June 25, while Sen. Wendy Davis (D-Fort 
Worth) successfully blocked a restrictive abortion bill by filibustering for 13 hours without a break. ASNE 
participant Cassie Medved was there. “I was just lucky to be in Austin at this time,” Medved said. “It is an 
important piece of history and I wanted to document it.” Photos by Cassie Medved.
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