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ASNE participants vis-
ited the Austin Ameri-
can-Statesman, met with 
staff  members, toured 
the production plant 
and sat in on an editorial 
meeting before dining on 
a great Texas lunch. 

Checking Facts to Keep Politicians Honest
By Justin Turner

   W. Gardner Selby, PolitiFact Texas editor, keeps 
politicians and talking heads in line.  He keeps them 
honest.  He’s one of  the people who helps make 
democracy work.  
   PolitiFact Texas was the first state branch of  the 
national fact-checking organization outside of  Tampa.  
In the three years since its founding, Selby and his two 
full-time reporters, have worked to check the state-
ments of  politicians, spin doctors, and even quotes 
published in Austin American-Statesman op-ed 
columns.  
   As of  June 23, they’ve published 797 veracity 
judgments. A lot of  journalists would have a problem 
issuing judgments.  Selby disagrees. “We think words 
are important,” Selby said. 
  He believes the public wants someone to give them 
a clear assessment of  what their representatives 
are saying.  To obtain that information, Selby uses 
“everything from interviews, to data, to open records 

requests.”  
   To find quotes to check, they go a step farther.  
   “We [all 10 PolitiFact organizations] share a Google 
doc and send each other suggestions,” 
Selby said.  
   Selby also follows up on sugges-
tions from the public, his coworkers, 
and even from the Statesman’s own 
stories.  
   Some of  the people who have been 
subjects to PoltiFact’s probing eye 
have claimed unfair bias.  Selby argues 
otherwise.  
   “It’s not personal. We’re just looking 
at the veracity of  the information,” 
Selby said.  
   Sometimes, despite their reporting, their subjects 
still deny being less than factual.  Rick Perry, governor 
of  Texas, claimed that he never received a response 

from the Obama administration after he sent them a 
letter.  
   Through their reporting, PolitiFact received a letter, 

to Perry, from the Obama admin-
istration.  They received the letter 
from Perry’s spokesperson.  
   Despite the proof  provided by 
Perry’s office, Perry’s spokesperson 
still denied receiving a response 
because the letter was from someone 
in Obama’s administration and not 
Obama himself.  
   Sometimes denials are impossible 
to avoid.  However, to help rebut any 
potential arguments, Politifact makes 

every effort to verify information.  
   Rather than accepting a quote as truth, even from 
their own paper, the PolitiFact team always double 
checks the original reporter.
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Getting Batty under the Supermoon
By Jill Chumley   

   On the shady, breezy trail 
under the Ann Richards  
Bridge, the group of  eight 
ASNE teachers first heard 
the bats. The faint squeaking 
sounded like chirping baby 
birds. 
   Cara Coble of  Labelle Fla. 
faltered, hesitant to keep walk-
ing under the bats.
   ”Let’s walk faster,” Jill 
Chumley of  Tomball, Texas 
said as she took Coble’s elbow 
and strode down the trail.
   As the group settled on the 
lawn in front of  the Austin 
American-Statesman, people 
around them started talking 
about droppings.
   ”Maybe we should move 
back,” Lauren Banere of  
Midlothian, Va. said as the 

group moved up the hill.
   Armed with mosquito spray,  
cameras, and even a garbage 
bag to sit on, the teachers 
settled down to wait.
   Austin’s Mexican free-tailed 
bats emerge nightly from un-
der the bridge at dusk to feed 
on 20,000 pounds of  Austin’s 
insects according to the Aus-
tin American-Statesman. All 
the bats are female and either 
pregnant or nursing. 
   Tourists and locals alike 
gathered along the bridge 
and on the lawn. Kayaks and 
tourist boats drifted on the 
river. Everyone was waiting 
for the bats.
   The locals were the first to 
spot them. It started small; a 
flurry of  small black move-
ments just under the bridge, 
only visible against the back-

drop of  the light blue sky.
   Gradually, the numbers 
increased until small black 
clouds of  bats streamed over 
the river heading southeast. 
   The photographers tried to 
capture the bats, balancing the 
iso and shutter speed, striving 
to get the best image possible.
   Then Justin Turner of  
Bryant, Ark. remembered the 
Supermoon. The moon’s orbit 
was as close to the earth as it 
gets each year. 
   Turning around, the teach-
ers captured images of  bats 
flying over the moon.   
   “The bottle of  water after-
wards was the best part,” said 
Barb Bateman. “It was friggin 
hot.”

Whole Foods Mirrors Austin’s Sensibilities

The Congress Avenue bats fly over the supermoon near the Ann 
Richards Bridge on Saturday, June 22. Eight members of  the ASNE 
group with several hundred others gathered to watch the bats.



AUSTIN    The blues is truly an American style 
that originated in the Deep South.  
Elwood Blues, aka Dan Aykroyd of  
the Blues Brothers, even worried that 
it wouldn’t survive an era in which 
technology has changed the recording 
industry. 
   As  Aykroyd said at the start of  
“Can’t Turn You Loose,” on the album 
Briefcase Full of  Blues, “by the year 
2006, the music known today as the 
blues will exist only in the classical 
record department of  your local public 
library.”   Thankfully, his prediction of  
was a long way off.  
   A walk down Sixth Street in Austin 
is living proof  the music genre created 
in the Deep South near the end of  the 
19th century is alive and well.  Master 
blues craftsmen like J.T. Coldfire are still 
thrilling fans and furthering the evo-
lution of  the genre in the Live Music 
Capital of  the World.  
   Coldfire, with a cowboy hat, boots 
and a Lone Star bandana hanging from 
his back pocket, plays smoking riffs of  
country blues reminiscent of  Stevie Ray 
Vaughan, Freddie King and other Texas 
blues legends.   With his sidekick Rolan-
do wailing on the blues harp, Coldfire 
has even taken his special brand of  Tex-
as blues on a tour of  Europe.  
   After wowing the crowd with his 
most recent single, “Drinking’s Got 
a Problem with Me,” the burly Texan 
cajoles a young lady named Doe, vis-
iting from Kansas City, to pass the tip 
can or the “love bucket” as he calls it.           

“Keeping live music alive,” he says as 
applauding spectators chip in with their 
spare cash. 
   Out on Sixth Street, Jan Rocca, a local 
performance artist, listens to the music 
spilling from the bars.  She describes 
the Austin music scene as “a communi-
ty of  artists, young, healthy and full of  
energy.”  
   More blues blast from the doors of  
the Dizzy Rooster down the street.  In-
side, Sonny Wolf  is playing his lightning 
fast brand of  rocking blues.   The first 
song he ever learned on the guitar was 
Chuck Berry’s “Johnny B. Goode” and 
those influences are evident in his style.  
Wolf ’s music weaves the blues into rock 
and roll, rockabilly and Texas boogie.  
   A Sonny Wolf  Show is like a lit-
tle music history lesson, as he often 
introduces songs with a rundown of  all 
the artists who have performed it and 
a comparison of  their styles.  He belts 
out a Johnny Lee Hooker classic, “One 
Bourbon, one Scotch and one Beer,” 
with Hooker’s guitar style, a George 
Thorogood-like voice, and his own re-
vamped lyrics about his own bluesman’s 
life.   
   The high energy performance also 
includes covers of  classic rock musi-
cians.  Belting out a Jimi Hendrix solo, 
Wolf  plays his guitar behind his head, 
leaps off  the stage, saunters through 
the crowd, and jumps up on the pool 
table.  Just another typical night on 
Sixth Street in the Live Music Capital 
of  the World.

A Classic American Art Form 
Thrives in Live Music Capital 
of the World
By Dave Kohlmann

Rolando, plays a blues harp solo for the J.T. Coldfire Band.

Revelers stroll down Sixth Sreet looking for the next stop on their big night out.LJ.T. Coldfire entertains the crowd at Friends with his version of  a blues classic.
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   “I don’t mean to sound like a man, 
but Rachel’s pretty, isn’t she,” said 
a male participant at the American 
Scholastic News Editors Reynolds High 
School Journalism Institute to one of  
his fellow—and female—participants. 
He had waited until the fifth day of  
the two-week session to say this and 
was prompted by what he perceived to 
be the inability of  the guest instructor 
to take his eyes off  the UT doctoral 
candidate.
   “Maybe we should offer him a napkin 
to wipe off  the drool,” said the female 
participant, and they both laughed. 
Rachel Mourãois indeed pretty, but she 
seems to be the last one aware of  it, 
and the last one who cares.  She is far 
more interested in her love of  journal-
ism, her passion for teaching and her 

Brazilian home state of  Amazonas.
   Mourão, a teaching assistant, is cur-
rently working with the ASNE teachers.  
Among her duties is documenting the 
two-week conference in photos, and 
she does so silently, only the digital click 
of  her camera giving her away.  One 
can almost picture her hanging out of  
a helicopter with a 300mm lens or with 
the White House journalist corps as she 
awaits a breaking story.
   But her goal is not to report but to 
teach or research.  “I have abstract 
thinking,” she said. “I would like to be a 
professor.  I would like to lecture.”
   That Mourão is here, at the University 
of  Texas in Austin, is a tribute to both 
serendipity and her intellect. 
   She and her sister grew up in the city 
of  Manaus, the capital of  the Brazilian 
state of  Amazona, a  a city of  1.85 
million in the heart of  the Amazon rain 

forest. She and her only sister loved 
spending days on the river.
   As a young student, Mourão’s parents 
sent her to both a military academy 
and a language school.  She had been 
attending a Catholic school, but when 
she reached fifth grade, she was trans-
ferred to a military academy, no ques-
tions asked.  
   “I liked it.  It wasn’t bad,” Mourão 
said, and to this day, she doesn’t re-
ally know why her parents made the 
decision they did.  However, she does 
know why they wanted to send her to a 
language school.
   “My mom wanted to be sure we could 
speak several languages,” Mourão said, 
and so she learned English and Spanish 
to go with her native Portuguese.  “My 
friends say I speak Spanish like a grin-
go,” Mourão said, laughing at herself.  
She says she can also understand Italian 
perfectly, but she cannot speak it.
   Fluency in language enabled Mourão 
to freelance as a translator, and this is 
where luck and opportunity crossed 
paths in her life.  A professor from
Washington and Lee University in Lex-
ington, Va., frequently traveled to Brazil 
and used Mourão as a translator.  He 
eventually proposed that she apply for 
a scholarship to W&L. She did apply, 
was awarded the scholarship in 2008 to 
study in Lexington for a year-and-a-half.  
   When she returned to Manaus, 
Mourão took a job as an environmen-
tal reporter, following expeditions by 
non-governmental organizations into 
the Amazon. 
    “The Amazon is not empty.  There 
are a lot of  people who live there,” she 
said. “They have been connected and 
… already have a sustainable lifestyle.…
They have a knowledge that other peo-
ple can learn from.”
  Mourão learned, among other things, 
not to be afraid of  rivers and lakes, 
snakes and spiders.  Having been on 
countless alligator hunts and around 
reptiles of  all kinds, she thinks noth-
ing of  jumping in  whatever water is 
around her. “I always thought it was 
normal,” she said, suddenly realizing 
that her extreme comfort around the 
creepy crawly things that terrify most 

others is unique.
   Following a brief  stay back home 
in Brazil, Mourão returned to the U.S. 
to earn her master’s degree in Latin 
American Studies and International 
Communications at the University of  
Florida.  She then came to the Universi-

ty of  Texas at Austin last year to begin 
work on her doctorate.  She is currently 
focusing on political and international 
communication.
   “I adore Austin,” Mourão says. “I’m 
always surprised by the things I see. 
You have to get used to the weirdness. 
I’ve never seen a city like this … It is its 
own universe.”  
   Having been to the United States 
several times before with her parents, as 
well as to study, she said she was happy 
to find Austinites to be so nice, open 
and laid-back.  
   Li Eckert, program coordinator for 
the ASNE Summer Program at UT, 
is working with Mourão for the first 
time.  “From what I can tell, she is very 
dedicated and really wants to do the 
best she can,” said Eckert.  “She’s just 
great and she can compartmentalize her 
personal life and her professional life.”  
   Mourão is animated and engaging 
when she lectures, delivering her lesson 
in virtually flawless English.   
   Petite, she chooses to wear an array 
of  ballet flats rather than heels, more 
interested in comfort than height as she 
takes command of  the class.  Rather 
than wearing her long, brunette hair 
down, she pulls it back in a chignon 
or pony tail, creating a professional 
demeanor. 
   In three years she will choose to 
either teach or research, stay in the 
United States or return to Manaus. 
Whichever course she follows, hair up 
or hair down, with the opportunities 
she has had and her educational back-
ground, she will have the tools to make 
a difference in the world of  journalism.

Former NYT Editor Tells How to Survive
Copy editor tells teachers to look for the music in the story
    Copy editing may be one of the least 
anticipated processes of a publication 
but for former New York Times jour-
nalist Kathleen McElroy, it is the glue 
that holds it all together.
    “I really like making other people’s 
work better,” McElroy said during the 
American Society of News Editors 
Austin morning session. “I like taking 
unorganized things and making them 
organized.”
   Calling her session, “Editing from 
+++
Hell,” McElroy, who is currently a doc-
toral student at the University of Texas 
at Austin, told the group of teachers 
and advisors copy editing can be fun 
and easy as long as they remember 
a few tips and teach them to their 
students. 
   “Be a good listener, and not only 

listen to the reporter but listen to what 
the copy is trying to tell you,” she said.       
“Read between the lines and never lose 
sight of the fact that somebody else’s 
name is on it.” 
   During her 20-year stint at the New 
York Times, McElroy had the opportu-
nity to edit some of the most memora-
ble stories, including the Monica Lew-
insky scandal with President Clinton 
and the 9/11 anniversary issue. 
   “I use to say that to be a good copy 
editor is to be a good middle child or 
an offensive lineman,” she said. “You 
want the quarterback or the running-
back to score, you don’t want to get 
the penalty, and so if you do your job 
right, other people are going to get the 
glory.”
   According to McElroy, editing isn’t 
just about the story but is also about 

organizing a team to come together 
and work efficiently. 
   “Some people hear the music and 
some people don’t,” she said. “There 
are editors who can’t make the copy 
better in a smooth type of way, but a 
good editor can.” 
   High school journalism advisor 
Ismael Barraza, from El Paso, Texas, 
thought McElroy’s session shed new 
light on the role of a copy editor, a po-
sition which seems to be non-existent 
in some publications.    
   “She reinvigorated me and made me 
think that I should have that position 
up again,” he said. “McElroy also made 
me think of how much we have to do 
to train the students but [made me] 
realize taking the time to train some-
one is worth it.” 
   During the session, the ASNE group 

was intrigued by McElroy’s witty de-
meanor and truth of what really can go 
on in the newsroom. 
   “I just really liked her energy,” Bar-
raza said. “She was considerate of all 
the places we come from as far as our 
areas, class sizes and our expertise.” 

 

By Amelia Rawlins

TA travels from Amazon to Austin for Journalism

Kathleen McElroy enlightens teachers and 
advisors on the dos and don’ts of  copy editing.

The Dos and Don’ts 
of  copy editing 101

By Paula Eisen

“I adore Austin.... 
It is its own universe.”  



Former NYT Editor Tells How to Survive
Copy editor tells teachers to look for the music in the story

   The paper was censored.  Student 
voices were silenced, yet Lauren Benere 
of  Midlothian, Va., said it was all for 
the best.  
   Benere’s news magazine, The Cur-
rent, was censored during the 2013 
school year.  According to Benere, who 
has just completed her first year as an 
adviser at River High School, the cen-
sorship was actually a good thing.  
   After the school experienced two sui-
cides, Benere said her staff  decided that 
the issue needed to be covered.  
   Reliable information about the 
suicides was difficult to come by.  The 
administration, citing confidentiality 
issues, didn’t release much information.  
One of  the deceased student’s parents 
alleged that their daughter had been 
bullied. 
   Since the staff  wasn’t able to cover 
the issue directly, they decided to cover 

the issue as an informative piece and 
“alluded to” to the young lady’s death 
instead.  
   The principal disagreed with the 
allusions as he felt they were based on 
rumor and not fact.  In fact, he called 
for them to be taken out.  
   Wondering how they would react, 
Benere took the ruling to her staff.  To 
her relief, there was no revolt.  
   She attributes the calm to two pos-
sibilities: 1) The principal left it up to 
the staff  to determine how to modify 
the story; and 2) the staff  saw a flaw in 
their reporting.  
   “[Upon review] they admitted these 
facts weren’t able to be verified,” Bene-
re said.  
   The staff  modified two paragraphs of  
their story and sent the paper to press.  
   “He helped us avoid a potential law-
suit,” Benere said. “I was appreciative 
that he potentially saved my job.”  

Positive Prior Review
       Principal’s light-handed censorship proves beneficial

Attitudes Toward 
Press Freedom 
Vary with Administrators

   The four laughing Pancetta Paws 
stumbled into the area under the 
football stands--until they ran into the 
assistant principal.
   All four drill team members were then 
assigned to the Alternative Education 
Center. At Permian High School, teach-
ers and students spoke of  little else for 
two weeks. Just when the atmosphere 
in the school returned to normal, the 
school newspaper went to press. 
   The staff  had written an editorial 
about proper school behavior at school 
functions, but the principal refused to 
let the editorial be printed.
   “It’s just too soon. Everything is just 
now calming down,” Principal Roy 
Garcia said.
   Newspaper adviser Michael Flax 
argued with his principal, explaining 
the topic was relevant and timely. The 
editorial was responsibly written and 
should be printed, he said. 
   But the editorial did not run in the 
The Mojo Messenger at Permian High 
School in Odessa, Texas.
   ”We did not publish editorials for the 
rest of  that year,” Flax said. 
   Every year, newspaper staffs strive to 
cover timely issues that are relevant to 
teens. Sometimes school administrators 
refuse to allow coverage of  sensitive 
issues. According to an ASNE Institute 
poll, 45 percent of  the advisers said 
they have been censored by school 
administrators.
   Across the state, in the spring of  
2013, Argyle ISD made the nation-
al news when the district passed a 
measure allowing employees to carry 

firearms on its three campuses. 
   In the small Texas town just north of  
Ft. Worth, a serious discussion about 
school safety took place in the wake of  
the 2012 Sandy Hook shooting. The 
school district in January 2013 hired 
Craft International LLC, of  Dallas, 
to conduct a risk assessment of  all its 
facilities. 
   The assessments took place in Feb-
ruary and Argyle ISD  then considered 
three possible plans: hire a school re-
source officer, allow teachers and staff  
to carry weapons, or hire armed guards. 
Previously, the district hired police or 
constables only when needed for specif-
ic events. 
   Although many surrounding dis-
tricts employ full-time school resource 
officers, Argyle felt it was in its best 
interests to develop a plan to select 
employees and train them to carry guns 
on campus. 
   Argyle High School’s student journal-
ists on The Talon followed the board 
meetings carefully, interviewed several 
sources, and met with the principal 
ahead of  time to let him know of  their 
plans. 
   The student journalists wrote an 
editorial and a news article for the May 
edition of  the school newspaper. The 
Talon staff  was uniquely positioned to 
cover an issue important to a national 
audience with an insider’s viewpoint. 
   ”I was very proud of  my students. 
They did a very thorough job,” Talon 
adviser Stacey Short said. “My principal 
was a little worried about the article, but 
everything was fine.”
   

 By Jill Chumley  

   An Arkansas teacher planned on including a 
spread in her yearbook on student tattoos.  After 
all, she argued, the yearbook records the history of  
the school and its students, and if  tattoos are part 
of  the hallmark of  this class, a spread is warranted.  
The principal, however, disagreed, and forbade the 
spread on tattoos, claiming that it glorified body art 
and would encourage other students to get inked, an 
administrative sentiment that is far more common 
than one might expect.*
   To extend this thinking to the absurd would mean 
that whatever is written in the yearbook or the 
school paper would convince students to “just do 
it,” whatever it is.  If  this were true, student journal-
ists could just write that students who study and do 
their homework not only get good grades, but also 
eventually drive BMW’s and have beautiful homes.  
What a simple solution to the education gap and all 
of  our academic problems in America!  Arne Dun-
can would be out of  a job.  
   Let’s give our teenagers more credit than that.
   But let’s also face the fact that today’s teens live in 
a virtually unfiltered world, and from social media to 
reality TV, from explicit song lyrics to novels taught 
in English classes, they are bombarded with 50 
shades of  fact and fiction. 
   Teachers spend an inordinate amount of  time 
trying to help students decipher the difference 
between credible web sites and false ones.  They are 
constantly debunking myths and urban legends in an 

effort to prepare students for “the real world.”  And 
then, as if  to complicate matters, administrators shut 
down high school newspapers and prohibit them 
from reporting on topics they fear are the least bit 
risqué.  
   High school journalists deserve the right to pro-
vide their peers with the clear, concise and objective 
reporting they need in order to filter the avalanche 
of  information they must navigate.  
   Rather than gathering information from ill-in-
formed friends or web sites filled with fabricated 
information, students can get accurate information 
from well-written news stories in their school news-
papers.  When researched properly, written effective-
ly, and accompanied by graphics and artwork, stories 
on teenage issues such as self-mutilation, teen preg-
nancy, suicide and substance abuse can be tailored to 
the school’s demographics and can be lifesaving.
   High school journalism represents a centrist point 
of  view that is often lacking in the popular media.  
When most news outlets are partisan and most teens 
get their news from social media, it is essential that 
high school students, who are still at a very forma-
tive age, are exposed to a news source that is objec-
tive and, at the same time, considers their needs and 
interests to be of  paramount importance. 
   One of  the major goals of  education is to prepare 
students for the real world.  High school journal-
ism does that on two levels.  For the journalist, it 
teaches real world newsroom skills:  decision- mak-
ing, interviewing, problem–solving, critical thinking, 
and writing.  For the readers, the student body as a 

whole, high school journalism delivers the informa-
tion they need to make responsible and informed 
decisions when confronted with challenges in their 
daily life.  Journalism provides an important service 
to its readers:  it empowers them with knowledge.
  Administrators and community members need to 
let go of  their fears.  They need to allow students 
to speak up, give them a platform and permit them 
to reap the benefits of  a free, open and responsible 
press.  When students are taught to objectively re-
port on a story, they are taught to accurately report 
the truth, to use reliable sources, and remain as 
unbiased as possible.  
   At Duncanville High School in Duncanville, 
Texas, the school newspaper, Panther Prints, wrote 
a story on the causes and effects of  self-mutilation.  
The administration chose not to censor the story.  
According to Jeanne Acton, journalism director of  
the Texas University Interscholastic League, as a re-
sult of  the article, the day the newspaper came out, 
six students went to their counselors to seek help, 
evidence that responsible student journalism has the 
power to inform and aide its readership.

*The Student Press Law Center surveyed students 
and advisers from 31 states who attended the Na-
tional High School Journalism Convention in San 
Antonio in November 2012.  Forty-two percent 
of  the respondents said school officials told them 
not to publish or air something; 54 percent said the 
content of  their medium is reviewed before going to 
print or airing; 58 percent said someone other than 
the students had the final say.

Editorial: Students reap benefits of a free press
By Paula Eisen

Administrative
Oversight

By Justin Turner



Going Beyond the Games 
It’s not about the score. It’s about the story.

   Good sports writing tells a story that 
has never been told,  Kevin Robbins 
says, adding that authentic storytelling 
integrates investigative reporting. 
   His ideas about authentic storytelling 
are mirrored by Cedric Golden who 
says, “Journalism is journalism.”
   Robbins, a senior lecturer in sports 
journalism at the University of  Texas 
and Golden, from the Austin Amer-
ican-Statesman, spoke to the ASNE 
participants regarding sports writing.  
   Robbins spent 22 years in the news-
paper business, including working at 
the Austin American-Statesman, before 
coming to UT. 
   Golden graduated from UT Tyler and 
worked at the Tyler Morning Telegraph 
before coming to the Statesman in 
1999. 
   Both men gave the ASNE partici-
pants advice on sports writing.
   Robbins recommended students 
should listen to NPR, especially Terry 
Gross and her program “Fresh Air,” 
because she is an excellent interviewer.        
He also said students should watch “60 
Minutes” because the reporters on that 
news show are excellent interviewers 
who are able to remain detached from 
their stories.
   Robbins showed teachers two videos 

from a series called “E-60” produced 
by ESPN. The show highlights real life 
stories that emanate from the world of  
sports. He felt that the video content 
could be transferred to other journalis-
tic platforms.
   ASNE participant Kara Mullins, 
newspaper adviser at Western High 

School in Davie, Fla., took advantage 
of  Robbins’ expertise by asking him 
how to resolve a common problem in 
high school journalism. 
   “It is easy to write about the celebra-
tion, but how do you find an angle to 
write about when the game’s result was 
negative?” she said.
   Robbins said, “Advisers need to make 
sure that students’ writing should be 
true, accurate and fair.” Robbins said 
stories should be written using neutral 
language and clean descriptions that 
don’t go either way, which will make the 
story fair.
   Among Golden’s suggestions for 
teaching students journalism were three 
movies: “All the President’s Men,” 

“Shattered Glass” and “Remember the 
Titans.” 
   Golden felt that “All the President’s 
Men” shows the work that goes into 
the journalist process. Students can also 
learn how the news room works and 
the relationship between reports and 
editors.
   The movie “Shattered Glass” will 
show students the repercussions of  fab-
ricating sources and stories and other 
unethical practices.
   “Remember the Titans” was recom-
mended because it’s a story about foot-
ball that is not just about the sport. 
   Golden also recommended John 
Feinstein’s “Season on the Brink,” a 
book which he said teaches students 
how to interview, how to observe and 
what to expect in the real world. 
   Golden also suggested advisers incor-
porate role playing into their lessons ev-
ery few weeks so students can practice 
interviewing skills. 
   Both presenters said they  love their 
jobs and said it is important that jour-
nalism students have fun with what they 
do. 
   Golden said if  students don’t love 
journalism, then ask them why they are 
taking the course. He believes life is too 
long not to enjoy what one does for a 
living. 

2. Kevin Robbins sees sports writing as an 
opportunity to tell compelling stories.
3. Kara Mullins works on her ASNE newspa-
per project using advice gained from Kevin 
Robbins’ presentation.

by Nancy Gibson

“Students writing should 
be true, accurate, and 

fair.”  - Kevin Robbins

1.  Amelia Rawlins asks Cedric Golden how 
to get started in sports journalism.

Journalism Professor Hunts for Hot Wheels
by Nancy Gibson

    Why Batman? “He’s the coolest of  
the cool!” said Dr. George Sylvie, direc-
tor of  the ASNE Reynolds High School 
Journalism Institute at the University 
of  Texas. “He drives the coolest cars--
black-on-black.” 

Sylvie  began collecting Hot Wheels 
because he always liked cars, and his son 
had the small models. That was 1994 
and Sylvie was looking for something 
bright to decorate his office. He’s still 
collecting today.

“It’s the hunt--just like journalism,” 
Sylvie said.

 As he travels, he is able to find  col-
orful souvenirs that transport easily. He 
used to collect pencil sharpeners, paper 
weights and world globe paperweights, 
but there are only so many of  those you 
can find. But he can always find another 
set of  wheels.

There is always a vehicle on his desk,  
serving as a tactile distraction when 
he’s on the phone or conversing with a 
student. The cars help to relieve anxiety 
for both parties. 

Dr. George Sylvie has been collecting match box cars for nineteen years. He started buying the cars for his young son, but liked them so much, he decided 
to start his own collection. He has decorated his filing cabinets, window sills, and book shelves with Batman cars, Chevys, Beatles’ double decker buses 
from London, and even newspaper delivery trucks. 
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